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Traditional beekeeping for the restoration of degraded
Agro ecosystem under Himalayan conditions of Jammu
and Kashmir

MUNEER AHMAD SOFIAND S.S. PATHANIA

ABSTRACT : Jammu and Kashmir constitutes one of the most important bee-keeping zones in India. The three essential
principles for the success of an industry viz., availability of raw material, skilled labor and consumer demand of the product are
fully met within the state. Kashmir particularly is known for its floral gaieties where numerous varieties are cultivated and wild
plants bloom from early spring till late fall. This provides sufficient raw material (nectar and pollen) to the honey bees, for the
production of honey and bees wax for commercial purposes. Thisindustry is of considerable national importance. It provides
gainful employment to the thousands of rural families and can provide extraincome to unemployed youth. It does not compete
with agriculture but is complimentary to it. It does not require costly equipmentstools. Tools used in thisindustry are fabricated
locally and are within the reach of common man with little financial support. The honey bee habit of nesting in the dark enabled
manto keep it inindigenously designed hivesranging from clay pots, boxes, logs, wall recesses of old housesinserted in Kashmir.
One successful design for culturing Apis Cerana which was carried through generations and has become an ancestral heritage
of villagersand beekeepersin almost all partsof Kashmir. Our state has plentiful beeflorainitsnatural endowment. The potential
and success in beekeeping development is dependent on the quality and quantity of bees and bee flora available and the
technology used. The necessary interventions are required at improving the efficiency and productivity of traditional methods,
focusing on aspects of partia harvesting, such as|eaving the brood-combs and taking only the honey comb.As per government
census 2500 bee keepers registered with J&K’s Apiculture department. Kashmir have a potential to sustain one lakh bee colonies.
Onaverage, acolony produces 15 kilograms of honey and thuswe have a potential to produce 15000 quintals of honey every year.
Economic efficiency of Apis cerana (indigenous beekeeping) can prove moreefficient then Apis mellifera and thelocal beeswork
in low temperatures as well so beekeeping with Apis cerana should be encouraged for rural households with low investment
capacity.
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